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6, This limited operation 1s not an enlargement of the war. The
territori involved hag been the scene of combat since 1965, The
rincipal new factor 1s that South Vietnam forces will move
ainst the enemy on the %round to deny him the sanctuaries and
srg;t the main artery ol suppllies whlch he has bean able to use
80 : ectively agalnst American and South Vietnamese forces in the
Pagt,

7. The United States has consistently sousht to end the conflict in
indochina through negotiations, Presildent Nixon specificalli progosed
lagt October that there b a cease firs throuﬁhout Indochina

a ne%otiated time table for the withdrawal of all forces, ¢ the

Immediate releass of all prisonerg of war, 4 an international
reace conference for all of Indochina, emd e & political
gettlement, This continues to be the policy of the United States.

8, The Rogal Lao government hag isgued a atatement, which, qgile
oritical of the current mlitary action points out that the ¢‘primary
reaponsibiliti for thig development regta on the Democra?lc Republic
of Vietnam whlch hag violated international law and the 1962 Geneva
Accords , The Democratic Republic of Vietnam hag violated and 1s
continuing to violate the neutrality and territorial integrity of
the Kingdom of Laos.?? The United S¥ates government contilnues to
favor the neutrality of Laos and the restoration of the situation
contemplated by the 1962 Geneva Accords in which all foreigzn forces
would be withdrawn from Lao territory. A new Indochina conference
gg grgposed by Presildent Nixon could accomplish this goal.

n

st,
PdIOBfaes Feb .8

-

Approved For Release 2005/01/31 : CIA-RDP79B01737A00200001 0%03.—6; -:_)/,

L



25X1 Approved For Release 2005/01/31 : CIA-RDP79B01737A002000010003-6

Approved For Release 2005/01/31 : CIA-RDP79B01737A002000010003-6



